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Class Syllabus 
   Posted on class 

Weekly 
lecture topic 

Competency 
Connections 

Class Agenda 
• In-class 

activities 

Class Focus Class Preparation 
 

In-class 
resources 
(Posted) 

1. 
Approaching 
Research 
(Jan. 9) 
 

  
• Icebreaker 

strategy 
• Discussion of 

who we are as 
course 
participants and 
what experiences 
we bring 

• Introduce 
course outline 
& assessments 

• Alison Sivak at 
11am 1) library 
resources, Sage 
Methods, Thesis 
database, and 
more! 

 

What does it 
mean to “Think 
like a 
researcher?” 

The focus of this 
class is to 
introduce 
ourselves to each 
other, explore our 
definitions of 
research, 
characteristics 
and skills of qual, 
quant and mm 
research, and 
become familiar 
with the course 
expectations and 
assignments. 

 

1. Read the following pre-class readings: 
 
a) Text: Ch. 1: The Selection of a Research 
Approach, access the chapter resources from the 
Sage student site (see main eclass course page), and 
review the accompanying background slides found 
here. 
 
2. Look around eclass and consult the course outline 
for due dates, and the assignment modules for details 
about course assessments. 
 
3. In the class forum, post an introduction of yourself 
telling us about what program you are in, what 
research courses and experiences you bring, and 
what you want to learn in this class. 
 
4. Watch this promotional video for SAGE Research 
Methods, a database that will assist you with your class 
assignments 
 
 
 

In-class 
slides 
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2. Identifying 
a Research 
Topic and 
Problem 
(Jan. 16) 
 

 Review 
Assignment 2 
Selections and 
criteria 
 
Dr. George 
Georgiou 
APA?  

What is 
involved in 
initiating 
research? 

The focus of this 
class is to 
explore how a 
researcher 
begins 
identifying a 
topic to study 
and a research 
problem 
 

1. Read the following pre-class readings: 
a) Text: Ch. 2: Review of the Literature, access the 
chapter resources from the Sage student site (see 
main eclass course page), and review the 
accompanying background slides found here. 
 
b) Continue getting acquainted with our eclass site, 
course outline, and text  
 
c) Consider your selection of a Research Method to 
propose for Assignment 2 (due midnight January 14) 

d) Consider your selection of a Thesis to propose for 
Assignment 3 (due midnight on Sunday January 21) 
and in the assignment 3 forum, post your selection of 
a thesis – provide the full reference, the abstract (or 
brief summary), explain your reasons for your 
selection, and upload the thesis as a file 

 

 

3. 
Synthesizing 
the literature 
and Use of 
Theory 
(Jan. 23) 

 Review 
Assignment 3 
Selections and 
criteria 

What is 
involved in in 
synthesizing 
literature? 

The focus of this 
class is to 
explore how a 
search and 
evaluate 
literature as well 
as use of theory 
in research 

1. Read the following pre-class readings: 
a) Text: Ch. 3: The Use of Theory, access the chapter 
resources from the Sage student site (see main eclass 
course page), and review the accompanying 
background slides found here. 
b) Norrie, P., Thorpe, L. N., Karagic, L. & Dyson, 
S.  (2013). Post-registration interprofessional 
learning: a literature review and consideration of 
research methods.   Journal of Research in Nursing, 
18(1), 21-32.  
OR 
OR 

Meneses, R. A. & Akers, R. L. (2011). A 
comparison of four general theories of crime and 
deviance: Marijuana use among American and 
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Bolivian university students. International Criminal 
Justice Review, 21(4), 333-352. 

 
c) Consider your ideas for topics/problems for your 
assignment 4 research proposal 

4. 
Considering 
ethics and 
writing 
structures 
(Jan. 30) 

 Ethics guest 
Dr. Stanley 
Varnhagen 
 
George with APA? 
Review 
Assignment 4 
requirements and 
criteria 

What is 
involved in 
conducting 
ethical research 
and writing? 

The focus of this 
class is to 
examine the 
guiding 
documents for 
ethical research 
and writing 
structures 

1. Read the following pre-class readings: 
 
a) Text: Ch. 4: Writing Strategies and Ethical 
Considerations, access the chapter resources from 
the Sage student site (see main eclass course page), 
and review the accompanying background slides 
found here. 
 
b) Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research Council of 
Canada, Social Sciences and Humanities Research  
Council of Canada. (2014). Tri-council policy 
statement 2 : Ethical conduct for research involving  
humans. Available online at  
http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/eng/policy-
politique/initiatives/tcps2-eptc2/Default/ 
 
c) Swartz, S. (2011). 'Going deep' and 'giving 
back': Strategies for exceeding ethical 
expectations when researching amongst 
vulnerable youth Qualitative Research,11(1), 47-
68. 

d)   Read: Onwuegbuzie, A. (2016). A step-by-
step guide to publishing journal articles and 
strategies for securing impactful 
publications. Research in the Schools, 23(1), 31-
91.  

 
d) Read the posting about thesis/dissertation 
writing groups here  
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e) Post your selections of topic/problems for your 
assignment 4 research proposal by midnight on 
Sunday. 

 
  

5. Focusing 
and 
introducing a 
Study 
(Feb. 6) 
 

 Review for Quiz 1 What is 
involved in 
introducing 
research? 

The focus of this 
class is to 
explore how a 
researcher 
conveys an 
introduction to 
their research 
 

1. Read the following pre-class readings: 
a) Text: Ch. 5: The Introduction, access the chapter 
resources from the Sage student site (see main eclass 
course page), and review the accompanying 
background slides found here. 
 
b) Stemler, S. E., Bebell, D., & Sonnabend, L. A. 
(2011).  Using school mission statements for 
reflection and research. Educational Administration 
Quarterly, 47(2), 383-420. 
 
c) Text: Ch. 6: The Purpose Statement, access the 
chapter resources from the Sage student site (see 
main eclass course page), and review the 
accompanying background slides found here. 
 

 

6. Check in 
and Working 
on your 
Proposal 
(Feb. 13) 

 Quiz 1 What 
understandings 
can I convey and 
what do I need 
to review? 
 
The focus of this 
class is to 
access some 
feedback about 
your strengths 
and identify 
areas for further 
study in this 
course  

NONE  
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7. Designing 
Quantitative 
Research 
(Feb. 27) 
 

 Dr. Ying Cui (V) 
Discuss an 
example of 
Assignment 2 
method posting 
and review criteria 
 

What is 
involved in 
quantitative 
research? 

The focus of this 
class is to 
explore the role 
for quantitative 
research  

1. Read the following pre-class readings: 
a) Text: Ch. 8: Quantitative Methods, access the 
chapter resources from the Sage student site (see 
main eclass course page), and review the 
accompanying background slides found here. 
 
b) Post draft introductions for your research 
proposals 
 
c) Read the example of Assignment 2 posted for 
discussion  

 

8. Drafting 
Meaningful 
Questions 
* in Ottawa 
(March 6) 

 Dr. Okan Bulut 
(V) 
Dr. Bill Hanson 

What is 
involved in 
crafting 
research 
questions? 

The focus of this 
class is to 
explore how a 
researcher 
begins crafting 
meaningful 
questions 

1. Read the following pre-class readings: 
 
a) Text: Ch. 7: Research Questions and Hypotheses, 
access the chapter resources from the Sage student 
site (see main eclass course page), and review the 
accompanying background slides found here  
 
 

 

9. Designing 
Qualitative 
Research 
 
(March 13) 
 

 Dr. Jessica Van 
Vliet (no V) 
Peer review of 
Assignment 2 
method posting 

What is 
involved in 
qualitative 
research? 

The focus of this 
class is to 
explore the role 
for qualitative 
research 

1. Read the following pre-class readings: 
 
a) Text: Ch. 9: Qualitative Methods, access the 
chapter resources from the Sage student site (see 
main eclass course page), and review the 
accompanying background slides found here  
 
 

 

10. Selecting 
Data Sources 
 (March 20) 
 

 Dr. Mark Gierl 
(V) 
Assignment 2: 
Brief summaries of 

What is 
involved in 
initiating data 
collection? 

1. Read and reply to research method posting 
discussion questions assigned 
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am I away this 
day? 

research postings 
(all) 
 
Heather Brown 
host with 
Michelle? 
 

The focus of this 
class is to 
explore how a 
researcher 
begins 
identifying data 
sources 

11. Designing 
Mixed 
Methods 
Research 
 
(March 27) 

 Check in for thesis 
appraisal 

What is 
involved in 
mixed methods 
research? 

The focus of this 
class is to 
explore the role 
for mixed 
methods 
research 

1. Read the following pre-class readings: 
a) Text: Ch. 10: Mixed Methods Procedures, access 
the chapter resources from the Sage student site (see 
main eclass course page), and review the 
accompanying background slides found here  
 
b) Creamer, E. G. (2016). A primer about mixed 
methods research in an educational context. 
International Journal of Learning, Teaching, and 
Education Research, 15(8), 1-13.  
 
c) Onwuegbuzie, A., & Poth, C. (2016). Editors' 
afterword: Toward evidence-based guidelines for 
reviewing mixed methods research manuscripts 
submitted to journals. International  
Journal of Qualitative Methods, 15, 1-13.  
doi:10.1177/1609406916628986 
 
d)  Read and reply to research method posting 
discussion questions assigned 

 

12. Analyzing 
Data and 
Drawing 
Inferences 
 
(April 3) 

 Peer review of 
assignment 3 
(thesis appraisal) 

What is 
involved in 
analyzing 
research? 

The focus of this 
class is to 
explore how a 
researcher 
analyzes and 

1. Read the following pre-class readings: 
a) DeCuir-Gunby, J. T., Marshall, P. L., McCulloch, 
W. (2011). Developing and using a codebook for the 
analysis of interview data, Field Methods, 23, 136-
155, 10.1177/1525822X10388468 
 
b) b)  Access any of the following that would be 
helpful to you: 
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then draws 
inferences 

-SPSS overview 

-some notes on significance 

-some notes on descriptive statistics  

-some notes on inferential statistics 

 
 
Intro to stats resources?- see program evaluation 
design 
 
 
 
2. Read and reply to research method posting 
discussion questions assigned 

12. 
Considering 
Future 
Directions for 
Educational 
Research & 
Course Wrap 
Up 
(April 10) 

 Peer review of 
complete proposal 
(Assignment 4) 
 
Thesis appraisal 
discussion (all) 

What is the 
future of 
research? 

The focus of this 
class is to 
explore how 
research might 
look in the future 
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Recommended Readings/Resources 
 
Use of 
Theory 

Simons, R. L., Lorenz, F. O., Wu, C., & Conger, R. D. (1993).  Social network and marital support as mediators and moderators of the  
     impact of stress and depression on parental behavior. Developmental Psychology, 29, 368-381. 

Literature 
review 

Academic support centre 
http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/academicsupport/grad-resources.cfm 

APA American Psychological Association. (2009). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: 
     American Psychological Association.  
Note: This book is known in short as “the APA manual” and may be purchased from the bookstore or it is available in the reference section 
of the Coutts (Education) library as well as in other libraries around campus and throughout the province. You may also check this link at 
the University of Alberta (http://guides.library.ualberta.ca/apa) 
American Psychological Association. (2009). Mastering APA style: Student’s workbook and training guide Association (6th ed.).  
     Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 
American Psychological Association. (2009). Concise rules of APA style (6th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.  
Nicol, A. A. M. & Pexman, P. M. (2010). Presenting your findings: A practical guide for creating tables (6th ed.). Washington, DC: 
      American Psychological Association. 
Nicol, A. A. M. & Pexman, P. M. (2010). Displaying your findings: A practical guide for creating figures, posters, and presentations 
     (6th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 
 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

Ethics  
Educational Psychology Ethics Requirements 
http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/edpsychology/ethicsrequirements.cfm 
University Secretariat, University of Alberta. Human research -University of Alberta standards for the protection of human research 
participants. In General policy manual (Section 66). University 
of Alberta. 
http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/gfcpolicymanual/content.cfm?ID_page=37738 
FGSR Online Ethics Course 
http://www.gradstudies.ualberta.ca/degreesuperv/ethics/ 
Human Ethics Research Online 
https://hero.ualberta.ca/ 
 
On the home page, see upcoming HERO training sessions 

 
*See also Methods resource list distributed in class 
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Kates, A. D. (2008) How competitive and cooperative tasks impact adolescents' social 
behaviours and post-task evaluations. Unpublished masters thesis, University of Alberta. Available at 
http://login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/login?url=http://proquest.umi.com.login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/pqdweb?did=1697609801&sid=7&Fm
t=2&clientId=12301&RQT=309&VName=PQD  

 
Das, M. (2010).The identity development of mixed race individuals in Canada. 

Unpublished masters thesis, University of Alberta. Available at 
http://login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/login?url=http://proquest.umi.com.login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/pqdweb?did=1966336421&sid=12&F
mt=2&clientId=12301&RQT=309&VName=PQD  

 
 
 
 
 


